
 
Who Do You Say That I Am? 
Matthew 16:13–20 
Big Idea: How you answer the question of Jesus’ identity determines your eternal destiny. 

In Matthew 16, Jesus asked His disciples a question with eternal consequences: 

“But who do you say that I am?” 
—Matthew 16:15 

1. You cannot answer through someone else 

A. The question cannot be answered by popular opinion 

B. The question cannot be answered by human conjecture 

C. The question cannot be answered by inherited faith 

2. You must answer for yourself 

A. The answer comes from God’s revelation 

B. The answer determines salvation 

C. The answer empowers service. 

Conclusion: The Question Comes to You 

Your answer does not determine Jesus’ identity. He is the Christ, the Son of the living God, 
whether you confess Him or reject Him. 

But your answer determines your destiny. 



 

For Discussion: 

 

1.  Why is it possible to think highly of Jesus and still be wrong about who He truly is? 
What are some incomplete views of Jesus commonly held today?  
 
 

2. Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?” How would you answer that question 
personally, and what evidence of that conviction can be seen in your life?  
 
 

3. What does Jesus’ promise, “I will build My church,” teach us about His role and our 
responsibility in the church’s mission?  
 
 

4. How does viewing the church as advancing against the gates of Hades change the 
way we approach evangelism, ministry, and opposition? 

 


